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Preface 
This bibliography covers the legacy of J. R. R. Tolkien and academic research on it. It is an 

English version of my Bibliografiia Sredizem’ia first published in Russian.1 Part One, “Primary 
sources”, contains references to the printed works by Tolkien himself; his unfinished writings 
and drafts have been still published, and one may only guess how many texts are still waiting in 
the archives for their publication. Part Two “Research literature” covers research papers and 
reference works on various Tolkien-related subjects. 

The body of existing literature about Tolkien and his works is already so huge that one can 
regard Tolkien studies as a separate academic discipline—or, rather, as a field of interdisciplinary 
research, although the methodological basis for such research in still under development [430]. 
Clear evidence of further institutionalization of this discipline is the establishment of several 
specialized international academic periodicals; characteristically, some of them used to function as 
fanzines, but later transformed into peer-reviewed journals. Presently, the most authoritative one is 
the Tolkien Studies annual published by the West Virginia University.2 The journal was founded in 
2004 by Douglas A. Anderson, Michael D. C. Drout, and Verlyn Flieger and became the first 
specialized academic periodical in the field, at least in English. Its current editors are Drout, 
Flieger, and David Bratman. Its main “rival”, Journal of Tolkien Research, an open access 
electronic periodical, is published by the Valparaiso University.3 The Mallorn journal of the 
Tolkien Society, while not a true academic periodical, publishes research articles among other 
materials, some of them written by rather well-known specialists on Tolkien. Mallorn is one of the 
oldest Tolkien-related periodicals, its first issue appeared in 1970. The full electronic archive of 
every issue is in open access (https://journals.tolkiensociety.org/mallorn/issue/archive), however 
the access to the issues published in the recent two years is restricted to the members of the Tolkien 
Society. A similar journal, Anor, is published by Minas Tirith, the Cambridge Tolkien Society4. 

Some more journals cover a broader subject area. Journal of Inklings Studies, published by 
the University of Edinburgh, deals mostly with the works by C. S. Lewis, but also with the 
legacy of the other members of the Inklings, including Tolkien, and of some other writers 
(a number of articles focus, for example, on G. K. Chesterton).5 The Marion E. Wade Center at 
Wheaton College (Illinois) specializes in research on seven writers: Lewis, Tolkien, Chesterton, 
                                                 

1 Michael M. Mints, Bibliografiia Sredizem’ia: Tvorchestvo Dzh. R. R. Tolkina i ego izuchenie v Rossii i za 
rubezhom: Ukazatel’ istochnikov i literatury [Bibliography of Middle-earth: Creative legacy of J. R. R. Tolkien and 
its study in Russia and abroad: An index of primary sources and literature] (Moscow: Institute of Scientific 
Information for Social Sciences, 2025), also available online at https://michael-mints.ru/tolkien-bibliography/. 

2 See the official page of the journal at the website of the West Virginia University Press: “Tolkien Studies: an 
Annual Scholarly Review”, West Virginia University Press, accessed 10 December 2020, 
https://wvupressonline.com/journals/tolkien_studies. The archive of the journal is available in the Project MUSE 
database: “Tolkien Studies”, Project MUSE, accessed 10 December 2020, https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/299. 

3 See the journal’s official website with an archive of the issues: “JTR: Journal of Tolkien Research”, 
Valparaiso University, accessed 10 December 2020, http://scholar.valpo.edu/journaloftolkienresearch. 

4 “Anor Online Access”, Minas Tirith: the Cambridge Tolkien Society, accessed 12 April 2022, 
https://tolkien.soc.ucam.org/node/5. 

5 See the website of the journal with tables of contents of all the issues: “Journal of Inklings Studies”, 
Edinburgh University Press, accessed 20 April 2021, https://euppublishing.com/loi/ink. 
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Dorothy Sayers, Charles Williams, Owen Barfield, George MacDonald, and Joy Davidman.  
It has its own periodical, VII: Journal of the Marion E. Wade Center.1 Like Journal of Inklings 
Studies, it deals mostly with Lewis, but it also publishes articles on the works by Tolkien. 
Finally, the Mythlore journal published by the Mythopoeic Society covers not only the legacy of 
the Inklings, but also the mythopoeic literature as a whole: there are even articles regarding the 
writings of such present-day authors as Neil Gaiman or J. K. Rowling. The periodical was 
founded in 1969 and functioned initially as a fanzine, but transformed into a peer-reviewed 
journal by the late 1990s.2 Its current editor-in-chief is Janet Brennan Croft. The electronic 
archive of the journal is available in open access at the website of the Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University (https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/). The archive of Tolkien Journal issues that  
had been published since 1965 to 1976 is available on the same platform 
(https://dc.swosu.edu/tolkien_journal/); the journal was founded by the Tolkien Society of 
America that was absorbed by the Mythopoeic Society in 1972. 

The journals Vinyar Tengwar and Parma Eldalamberon, published by the Elvish Linguistic 
Fellowship, were also founded as amateur periodicals, but since the mid-1990s, both of them 
have focused on publishing Tolkien’s drafts, mainly those on Elvish languages.3 Besides them, 
the Fellowship runs a thematic website Tengwestië (https://www.elvish.org/Tengwestie/) that also 
deals with Elvish linguistics. Another authoritative site on the same subject is Ardalambion by 
Helge K. Fauskanger (https://ardalambion.net/). 

Besides the journals, one should mention the Cormarë book series by a Swiss non-profit 
publishing house, Walking Tree. Both monographs and article collections in English concerning 
Tolkien’s works are published in this series. Fifty volumes have been published so far.4 

In Russia there are fewer specialists on Tolkien than in English-speaking world, so there are 
no specialized academic periodicals. The Palantír journal of the Tolkien Society of Saint 
Petersburg5 has been only publishing research articles on Tolkien for many years, so, strictly 
speaking, it is no more a fanzine, unlike Mallorn, for example, but it has not become a peer-
reviewed journal either, unfortunately. Academic research in Russian is published in a wide variety 
of journals, article collections, and conference proceedings. A great deal of amateur publications 
can also be found at several thematic websites, such as Arda-na-Kulichkakh 
(http://www.kulichki.com/tolkien/, not updated since 2011), Tolkien.RU (http://tolkien.ru/, not 
updated since 2010), Tolkien.su (https://tolkien.su/; in spite of similar domain names, Tolkien.RU 
and Tolkien.su are two different resources), or History of Arda (https://tolkien-study.org/). 

Quite a complicated story is the translation of Tolkien’s writings into Russian. Suffice it to say 
that The Hobbit has twelve (!) Russian translations, while The Lord of the Rings has ten (two of 
them, however, are not so much translations as adaptations, such as Povest’ o Kol’tse [A Tale of the 
Ring] by Zinaida Bobyr’ that is quite different from the original text).6 The Silmarillion has six 
Russian translations. High-quality translations of Unfinished Tales of Númenor and Middle-earth and 
of the first five volumes of The History of Middle-earth series are also available as well as 

                                                 
1 See the website of the journal with tables of contents of the latest issues: VII: Journal of the Marion E. 

Wade Center, accessed 10 December 2020, https://journals.wheaton.edu/index.php/vii. A full-text archive is 
available at JSTOR: “VII: Journal of the Marion E. Wade Center”, JSTOR, accessed 24 June 2022, 
https://www.jstor.org/journal/seven. 

2 Officially Mythlore has become a peer-reviewed journal since Volume 22, Number 3 Issue 85 (Winter 1999). 
3 See p. 14f of this bibliography. 
4 See the official website of the publishing house: Walking Tree Publishers, accessed 10 December 2020, 

http://www.walking-tree.org/. On the book series see “Cormarë Series”, Walking Tree Publishers, accessed 
10 December 2020, http://www.walking-tree.org/cormare.php. 

5 Tolkien Society of St. Petersburg, accessed 29 September 2022,  http://www.tolkien.spb.ru/english.php. The 
full archive of the journal is available on open access at “Palantir: Zhurnal Tolkinovskogo Obshchestva Sankt-
Peterburga: Izdaëtsia s 1997 goda” [Palantír: The journal of the Tolkien Society of Saint Petersburg: Published since 
1997], accessed 10 December 2020, http://www.tolkien.spb.ru/palants.php. 

6 The history of Russian translations of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings is examined in detail in 2550. 
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translations of The Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien, The Monsters and the Critics and some other writings. 
The work on translation of the other volumes of The History of Middle-earth is under way. 

There have already been a number of attempts to collect bibliographic information on 
Tolkien studies. One of the first was apparently the bibliography by Richard C. West, two editions 
of which appeared in 1970 and in 1981 [2620].1 A bilingual bibliography of writings by Tolkien 
and publications about him, compiled by Åke Jönsson (Bertenstam)2, with parallel texts in 
Swedish and English, was published in Sweden in 1983. Two revised editions followed in 1984 
and 1986, but, as reflected by their size, they contain only some corrections and no new material 
[2610]. An even broader bibliography by Judith Anne Johnson was printed in 1986 [2609]. In 
addition to the reference guides by West and Johnson, Mythlore published in 1984–87 a series of 
checklists compiled by George H. Thompson in early 1970s; the lists cover book reviews and some 
other materials [2595; 2596]. The bibliography by Wayne G. Hammond appeared in 1993 [2602]. 

As for the current bibliography, Mythlore, apart from the materials by Thompson, had also 
its own section since 1976 to 1999, titled “Inklings Bibliography”, with annotated lists of new 
publications on the legacy of Tolkien and other members of the Inklings. This work was later 
continued by Tolkien Studies. Each of its volumes contains a bibliographic list of new 
publications for a certain year, including both the works by Tolkien himself and research 
literature (separate references are provided for each article in a journal or in a collection), as well 
as non-fiction books on Tolkien and some other related subjects. Each volume has also a detailed 
review article on new publications for a certain year (review articles appear with a three-year lag 
while bibliographic lists—with a two-year lag). These materials help a researcher to navigate 
new literature, at least in English. 

Finally, a highly informative chronological list of first printings of Tolkien’s works, 
compiled by Bertenstam, was published in 1996 on the server of the Tolkien Society Forodrim, 
Stockholm [2569]. It was last modified in 2015. Moreover, in 2002, Bertenstam published a large 
chronological list of books that deal with Tolkien or at least contain chapters discussing his 
writings [2568]. The list was updated a number of times, so that one could use it both as a 
retrospective bibliography and as a current one; now it contains more than 800 items including 
books in English, Swedish and several other European languages. Unfortunately, this list has a 
large gap from 2007 to 2011 and has not been updated at all since 2015, while an additional 
companion page to it, with a bibliography arranged according to the subject, has never been 
published either, although the author was planning to do it. 

Some bibliographic resources are also available in Russian, but these are mostly outdated 
[2600; 2577]. In The Bibliography of Middle-earth, I tried not only to piece all these materials 
together, but also to add some missing information in order to produce an up-to-date checklist of 
primary and secondary sources reflecting the current state of research in the field. 

The bibliography consists of two parts, “Primary sources” and “Research literature”, and is 
provided with an author index. To list all the editions of works by Tolkien is already quite a 
difficult task, so many times they were published even in English alone, especially The Hobbit 
and The Lord of the Rings. That is why Part One “Primary sources” in this guide contains only a 
selective bibliography of Tolkien’s writings. It represents virtually all of his works that I know, 
but is limited to the most important editions of them (mainly to the first printings, for The Hobbit 
and The Lord of the Rings—to the first edition of each version). References are provided also to 
all the volumes of The History of Middle-earth series and to all the publications of Tolkien’s 
drafts in Parma Eldalamberon and Vinyar Tengwar, as well as to a number of memoirs about 
Tolkien. The list of primary sources is preceded by a review article that describes briefly all the 
key components of the body of published works by Tolkien. 
                                                 

1 Interestingly, West’s decision not to include fanzine articles into the first edition of his bibliography has come 
under criticism; see, for example, Robert Galbreath, “Popular Culture and Bibliography: The Serif Series”, Journal of 
Popular Culture 4, no. 3 (Winter 1971): 746–51. References to such articles are available in the second edition. 

2 Åke Bertenstam, accessed 18 March 2022, http://tolkiengateway.net/w/index.php?title=%C3%85ke_ 
Bertenstam&oldid=159267. 
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Part Two “Research literature” is a traditional bibliography. There I tried to collect the 
references at least to the most important monographs, dissertations and article collections in 
English and to all of the—still relatively sparse—books in Russian. This part contains also 
references to all the articles on Tolkien published in Tolkien Studies, Journal of Tolkien Research, 
Journal of Inklings Studies, Mythlore, Tengwestië, Mallorn, and Anor, as well as to a selection of 
articles from Russian collections and journals. Several references are provided to works in 
French, German, Spanish, Italian, and Ukrainian. 

Most of the papers are academic research works, but a number of amateur publications are 
also included. This is largely due to the fact that such a “not serious enough” subject as the 
“internal” history of Middle-earth is explored mainly in amateur works. Academics usually 
ignore this field, although the temporal dimension of Tolkien’s universe is an integral component 
of it, and some sort of “history play”, apparently, was part of the author’s intention [430, p. 28].  
I hope this bibliography will become a kind of a “bridge” between academic and amateur studies 
of Tolkien’s sub-creation. 

The list of literature is divided into fifteen topical sections: 
1. General works.    
2. Collections—a list of collections of articles that cannot be included into any of the further 

sections because the papers they contain deal with an overly broad range of topics. 
3. Theory and methodology.    
4. Reviews of literature—among others, this section covers the annual review articles 

published in Tolkien Studies. 
5. Reviews of archives—reviews of archive collections containing Tolkien’s papers. 
6. Biography of Tolkien, his family and milieu. This section contains, besides numerous 

biographies of J. R. R. Tolkien, also papers concerning the influence of his life 
experience on his fiction. I also provide here references to research on the biography of 
Christopher John Reuel Tolkien, the younger son of the author of The Lord of the Rings, 
and on his contribution to the publication and study of the literary legacy of his father. 

7. Research on Tolkien’s fiction as a whole—literary analysis of various aspects of the 
author’s legacy in general, of motives and themes in his writings. Separate subsections 
are made for the research focusing on religious, philosophical and ecological motives in 
Tolkien’s works. 

8. Specific works—the papers focused on thorough analysis of certain writings by 
Tolkien. Separate subsections are made for the papers that deal with The Hobbit, The 
Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion. 

9. Tolkien’s writings in a broader historical and cultural context. Here I provide 
references to the papers investigating numerous connections between the legacy of 
Tolkien and the rest of world culture. Separate subsections are devoted to the 
publications on Tolkien’s sources, on the impact of the Inklings, and to the analysis of 
Tolkien’s works in comparison with those of other authors, mostly those of the 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

10. Tolkien’s academic work.    
11. Tolkien’s universe and its history—papers on certain key themes, storylines, 

characters, images etc., as well as works (mainly amateur ones) on the “internal” 
history of Middle-earth as seen from the viewpoint of its inhabitants at various stages 
of the evolution of Tolkien’s legendarium. 

12. Languages of Tolkien—various materials on the languages of Middle-earth, including 
textbooks and dictionaries. 

13. Reception in Russia.    
14. Translating Tolkien—a number of publications, mostly on translation of Tolkien’s writings 

into Russian, but also some papers on more general issues of translating his works. 
15. Reference works.    



Preface 

 

 

9

The author index contains the names of all the authors whose works are represented in this 
bibliography, including the editors of collections. I only did not include J. R. R. Tolkien himself 
into the index, just because all of his (quite numerous) works are listed in Part One. 

This bibliography omits the voluminous body of literary criticism because I tried to 
concentrate mostly on research literature and reference works. A good collection of references to 
such criticism can be found in bibliographies by West, Johnson, and Thompson mentioned 
above. Dissertations (especially master’s theses) are listed only selectively; the overall number of 
such works is apparently much higher. I did not include into the bibliography the papers on films 
by Peter Jackson either, except those whose authors compare his films and original Tolkien’s 
writings. 

All the references except those in the footnotes are designed according to the Russian 
bibliographic standard (GOST R 7.0.5-2008) that is similar to Chicago style, but uses the 
prescribed punctuation like in the International Standard Bibliographic Description. Many entries 
are provided with brief annotations, including all the references to publications in Russian and 
Ukrainian. For articles from Journal of Tolkien Research and Mythlore, I provide original 
abstracts in some cases. References to some kinds of primary sources are arranged 
chronologically (The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings) or according to the volume numbering 
(The History of Middle-earth, Parma Eldalamberon). In all the other sections of Part One and in 
all sections of Part Two the references are arranged alphabetically. 

References in Russian and Ukrainian are given in Latin transliteration. I have followed the 
Library of Congress system for both languages. The name of J. R. R. Tolkien in Russian may look 
like Dzh. R. R. Tolkin (Russian: Дж. Р. Р. Толкин), but the surname often looks also like Tolkien 
(Толкиен), or sometimes even Tolk’en (Толкьен), as there are several rival traditions of its 
Cyrillization. The name of his universe may also be translated in various ways, most often as 
Sredizem’e (Средиземье), but also as Srednezem’e (Среднеземье), Sred’zemel’e (Средьземелье), 
or in two words as Sredinnye Zemli (Срединные Земли). The title of his most famous work is 
usually translated as Vlastelin kolets (Властелин колец), but another translation, Povelitel’ kolets 
(Повелитель колец) was also used in the first Soviet academic papers. A similar situation exists in 
Ukrainian. All of this may have an effect on the arrangement of bibliographic references. 

While working upon this bibliography, I managed to look through the most part of papers, 
but there are still quite a lot of works that I know only from references in other writings.  
The references to such publications are marked with an asterisk (*) after the number of the reference. 

I am grateful to all my colleagues who sent me additional information for this 
bibliography, especially to Natalia Prokhorova, Anna Asharina, Irina Gorsheneva and Aleksandr 
Bazarov. The lists of both primary and secondary sources would have been much shorter and 
poorer without their help. Roman Kazakov was teaching the technology of historical research at 
the Russian State University for the Humanities when I was a student. The great part of my 
knowledge about bibliographical standards is based on his lectures and seminars. Olga Dernova 
and Natalia Okhotnikova from the State Public Historical Library of Russia examined the 
manuscript of the first Russian version of this bibliography for compliance with applicable 
standards. Maria Elifërova, professional writer and translator, read through the English text of 
the current edition and corrected a great deal of linguistic errors. Last but not least, Natalia 
Kunina, an old friend of my parents, who had worked together with them for many years at the 
same geological expedition, gave me The Lord of the Rings, translated by Vladimir Murav’ëv 
and Andrei Kistiakovskii, in my early schooldays, a little over thirty years ago. I owe her my first 
“travel” to Middle-earth, and The Bibliography of Middle-earth would have hardly appeared 
without that experience. I wish she could see this volume printed… 

I hope this bibliography will help researchers, especially beginners, to navigate the huge 
body of available literature. You may send me any corrections and additional information via my 
website: https://michael-mints.ru/. 
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1.1 An Overview 

Middle-earth Legendarium 

Tolkien first became a widely known writer after the publication of The Hobbit.  
Its numerous editions in English may be divided into three main versions: 

 The first version was published in 1937 by George Allen & Unwin, London [1]. 
 The second version was published in 1951, at the same time in the United Kingdom and 
in the United States [2; 3]. The main difference from the previous editions was that 
Tolkien brought the text of the tale in line with the forthcoming The Lord of the Rings. 
Chapter 5 “Riddles in the Dark” was changed most substantially. 

 The third version was first published in the United States in 1966 [4]. The main reason 
for it was the publication of a pirated edition of The Lord of the Rings a year before  
(by Ace Books), after which the official American publishers of Tolkien (Houghton 
Mifflin and Ballantine Books) proposed him, due to some legal considerations, to renew 
the text of The Hobbit. Tolkien used this opportunity to introduce some additional corrections 
into the text; he refused, for example, to use the word gnomes in relation to the elves. 

One should also mention two more posthumous editions: 
 The Annotated Hobbit by Douglas A. Anderson [5], the text of The Hobbit with 
commentary and some additional materials. 

 The History of The Hobbit by John D. Rateliff [6], the annotated drafts of The Hobbit of 
various years. 

A gift edition of The Hobbit was published in 2018, with some additional materials  
(a facsimile of the first 1937 edition, a CD with audio recordings of Tolkien reading The Hobbit, 
materials on the history of The Hobbit, the first edition of the full text of Tolkien’s lecture for 
children about dragons that he read 1 January 1938, etc.) [7]. 

Among equally numerous English editions of The Lord of the Rings (both single-volume 
and multi-volume), there are also three key ones: 

 The first edition was published in three volumes in UK in 1954–55 by George Allen & 
Unwin [8; 10; 12] and in the United States in 1954–56 by Houghton Mifflin [9; 11; 13]. 

 The second version was officially published in UK in 1966 by Allen & Unwin [15; 16; 17] 
and in the United States in 1967 by Houghton Mifflin [18; 19; 20], although the earliest 
major corrections were introduced already in the 1965 American edition by Ballantine 
Books [14], in the context of the controversy around the pirated edition by Ace Books 
mentioned above. Additional corrections were introduced in the following editions as well. 

 The 50th Anniversary Edition was published in 2004, edited by Christina Scull, Wayne 
G. Hammond and Christopher Tolkien [21]. The editors tried to correct all the known 
errors, so today many specialists regard this edition as the most authoritative. More 
errors, however, were also found in the following years—additional corrections were 
made, for example, in 2005 and in the 60th anniversary edition in 2014. 

The legends of the First and Second Ages remained unfinished by the time of Tolkien’s 
death in 1973. In 1977 his son Christopher used those drafts to compile a more or less complete 
text of The Silmarillion [22]. For today, it is the 2004 edition illustrated by Ted Nasmith that is 
the most carefully verified [23]. 
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The result, however, did not satisfy Christopher, so he began to publish the drafts themselves, 
with his own commentary, but without any attempts to make a coherent story from numerous 
unfinished texts. The first collection of such drafts, corresponding to all four ages of Middle-earth, 
was published in 1980 under the title Unfinished Tales of Númenor and Middle-earth [84]. 

Later, in 1983–84, Christopher published The Book of Lost Tales, the earliest version  
of what would become The Silmarillion [24, 25]. The two-volume publication became the 
beginning of The History of Middle-earth series, the most extensive collection of Tolkien’s 
drafts. Volumes three to five cover the materials for the period before the beginning of work 
upon The Lord of the Rings [26, 27, 28]—except the drafts of The Hobbit that were of no interest 
for Christopher. The next four volumes contain mostly the drafts of The Lord of the Rings [29, 
30, 31, 32]; an unfinished work The Notion Club Papers is also published in vol. 9. The later 
drafts of The Silmarillion are collected in vols. 10 and 11 [33, 34]. The final vol. 12, The Peoples 
of Middle-earth, is a compilation of materials from various years, including, among other things, 
the drafts of the appendices to The Lord of the Rings that were to be published as a separate 
volume in addition to the main text of the novel according to Tolkien’s initial plan, but were 
finally included, in a significantly abridged form, into part three, The Return of the King [35]. 

All the volumes have already been reprinted multiple times, including paperback editions. 
The pagination is believed to be identical in all editions, but it seems this is not actually the case.1 
In addition, a three-volume gift edition of the whole series was published in 2000–2001 [36]. Each 
of original twelve volumes contains an alphabetical index. Those indices were used as a base for 
a cumulative index for the whole series that was published in 2002 [37]. 

Since mid-1990s, Tolkien’s drafts have also been published in the United States by the 
Elvish Linguistic Fellowship (http://www.elvish.org/) founded in 1988 as a “special interest 
group” of the Mythopoeic Society (http://www.mythsoc.org/). It has two paper journals, Vinyar 
Tengwar (https://www.elvish.org/VT/, edited by Carl F. Hostetter) and Parma Eldalamberon 
(http://www.eldalamberon.com/index1.html, edited by Christopher Gilson), as well as an online 
journal (actually a mere thematic website) Tengwestië (https://www.elvish.org/Tengwestie/, 
edited by Hostetter and Patrick H. Wynne). In 1992, Christopher Tolkien granted the Elvish 
Linguistic Fellowship the right of publication of his father’s writings related to the languages of 
Middle-earth. Most of them were published chronologically in the Parma Eldalamberon series. 
It was founded in 1971, its first ten issues were a kind of a fanzine that published articles on 
Tolkien’s languages, among other things (references to them are provided in Part Two of this 
bibliography). Since the eleventh issue (1995), the series has focused exclusively on publishing 
Tolkien’s drafts.2 An errata slip for issues 11–17 is also available on the website of the Elvish 
Linguistic Fellowship [66]. 

Vinyar Tengwar journal was founded in 1988 and also functioned initially as a fanzine 
(references to the articles on Tolkien’s languages are provided in Part Two of this bibliography). 
Six issues were published annually until 1994 when only three issues came out, and the 
following issues would appear sporadically, mostly one or two per year. Issue 50, the most recent 
for today, was published in 2013 after a long break. According to the website of the Elvish 
Linguistic Fellowship, they are planning to continue the publication of the journal, but starting 
with issue 51, they will use the print-on-demand technology and the journal will be sold on a  
per-issue basis only. The journal has published almost exclusively the drafts by Tolkien since 
issue 39 (1998); these are mostly the texts unrelated to languages or closely connected to certain 
volumes of The History of Middle-earth.3 This group of sources includes also a text titled “Fate 
and Free Will” that was published in Tolkien Studies [73]. A collection of texts on Elvish 
reincarnation was published in 2014 in a French journal La Feuille de la Compagnie [67; 74]. 
                                                 

1 See Anna Khromova a.k.a. Kot Kamyshovyi, “Ot perevodchikov” [From the translators], in J. R. R. Tolkien, 
Neokonchennye predaniia Numenora i Sredizem’ia [Unfinished Tales of Númenor and Middle-earth], ed. and with 
commentary by Christopher Tolkien, transl. ed. by Anna Khromova (Moscow: AST, 2017), 421. 

2 See p. 21 of this bibliography. 
3 See p. 20 of this bibliography. 
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The “hobbit” part of Tolkien’s legendarium is complemented by a collection of poetry  
The Adventures of Tom Bombadil and Other Verses from the Red Book, first published in 1962 [78]. 
An extended edition with comments and additional materials appeared in 2014, edited by 
Christina Scull and Wayne G. Hammond [79]. Another poem about Tom Bombadil, first 
published in 1965 or 1969, was reprinted in Tolkien Studies several years ago. The publication is 
accompanied by a detailed analysis of the poem [68]. 

One more poem, Bilbo’s Last Song, not included into the text of The Lord of the Rings, 
was first published in a Dutch translation in 1973. The original English text appeared in 1974 on 
posters and in 1990 as a picture-book illustrated by Pauline Baynes. A revised edition was 
published in 2002 [72]. A large-format paperback edition was also published in 2012. 

“Guide to the Names in The Lord of the Rings” was first published in 1975 in A Tolkien 
Compass [75]. 

A kind of “musical” source on the history of Arda is The Road Goes Ever On song cycle by 
Donald Swann based on the poems from Tolkien’s writings. The song notation of the cycle was 
first published in 1967. A vinyl disc was released in the same year; side one consisted of Tolkien 
himself reading six poems from The Adventures of Tom Bombadil, while the first track on side 
two was Tolkien reading “A Elbereth Gilthoniel”, and the remainder of side two contained seven 
songs performed by Swann and William Elvin. Tolkien approved the music by Swann, which 
allows us to regard his songs as probably the only example of what the “real” music of Middle-
earth sounded like (another record is also available, with Tolkien himself singing Galadriel’s 
lament “Namárië” from The Lord of the Rings in the style of a Gregorian chant; this melody was 
also used by Swann). Two more songs were added to the cycle in its second (1978) and third 
(1993) editions; the third edition, packaged with a CD, was reprinted in hardcover in 2002 [69]. 

In his later years, Christopher Tolkien would publish three most important works by his 
father, each in a single volume. The Tale of the Children of Húrin was published in 2007 [77], 
followed by Beren and Lúthien in 2017 [71] and The Fall of Gondolin in 2018 [81]. 

Another collection of drafts was published by Hostetter after the death of Christoper 
Tolkien. The volume is titled The Nature of Middle-earth and contains later works that deal with 
metaphysics, the nature and the inhabitants of J. R. R. Tolkien’s invented universe [83]. 
According to Hostetter, so far few unpublished drafts remain that are related directly to the 
history of Middle-earth (although not all the known texts have been published in full).  
The archival materials not yet introduced into the academic discourse consist mostly of notes on 
languages of Arda as well as of unpublished verses and drafts of academic papers. The diaries of 
Tolkien also remain unstudied because the members of his family keep them away from 
researchers for the sake of privacy.1 

Other Works 

A separate category of Tolkien’s writings consists of his so called “short works” which do 
not belong to the legendarium of Middle-earth, but make nevertheless quite an important part of 
his legacy: Leaf by Niggle, Smith of Wootton Major, Farmer Giles of Ham, Roverandom,  
The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth Beorhthelm’s Son, and some others. All these writings have been 
published multiple times, both separately and in collections. One should note especially such 
volumes as Tree and Leaf [95; 96], The Tolkien Reader [94], Poems and Stories [88], and Tales 
from the Perilous Realm [90]. The tales Smith of Wootton Major and Farmer Giles of Ham were 
later published in separate volumes together with the drafts [85; 89]. 

This group of writings includes also The Lay of Aotrou and Itroun. It was first printed in 
1945 in The Welsh Review [92] and republished in 2016 in a separate volume [93]. 

The poem Mythopoeia, reflecting Tolkien’s views on the nature of myth and of sub-
creation, first appeared in the second expanded edition of Tree and Leaf [96]. A children’s 

                                                 
1 “Interview with Carl F. Hostetter, Editor of the Nature of Middle-Earth by J. R. R. Tolkien”, Creative Space, 

published 10 February 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABusbr39oYM. 
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handwritten picture-book Mister Bliss was published in 1982 [87]. Besides that, The Father 
Christmas Letters, a collection of letters written by Tolkien between 1920 and 1943 for his 
children, in the name of Santa Claus, were released in 1976. The album was then republished 
several times, at least in two versions, with partly different contents [86; 91]. 

The academic papers by Tolkien have mostly never been republished after his death, so 
they may be not so easily available.1 Seven important essays were (re)published in 1983 in a 
single collection, The Monsters and the Critics, and Other Essays [129]. Some materials from it 
were subsequently republished separately [109; 112; 118]. 

Philological legacy of Tolkien includes also such a significant component as academic 
editions of several Old and Middle English texts prepared by him [97; 98; 101; 102; 103; 104; 
107]. Tolkien’s translation of the Book of Jonah for The Jerusalem Bible is close to this group of 
publications as well [106; 1953]. 

The materials that appeared in 1910–11 in King Edward’s School Chronicle are probably 
the earliest publications by Tolkien.2 His poem Goblin Feet appeared in 1915 [149]. Later his 
poetry was published in multiple collections and periodicals; not all of them were included into 
later volumes.3 

Several works by Tolkien retelling various epic stories but unrelated to the legendarium of 
Middle-earth were published by Verlyn Flieger and Christoper Tolkien in early 2000s [169; 170; 
171]. Some more materials on the story of Kullervo and on Finnish epic tradition as a whole 
appeared in Tolkien Studies annual [172]. 

The letters of Tolkien were first published in 1981 [178; 181]. One should also note  
the publications of several letters not included into this collection.4 

The pictures by Tolkien were published in several volumes with differing contents, so 
none of them is yet outdated [185; 186; 187; 194]. This group of sources includes also  
the catalogues of several exhibitions [182; 183; 184; 188; 189; 190; 191; 192; 193]. 

Some unpublished drafts are quoted in the works by Flieger and Humphrey Carpenter 
[488; 781; 1763]. 

Rayner Unwin, a publisher of Tolkien (a chairman of the publishing house George Allen & 
Unwin in 1968–90, known for his review of the manuscript of The Hobbit written in 1936, at  
the age of ten), wrote several papers about the publication history of Tolkien’s works [202; 203; 
204; 205]. A number of other memoirs and interviews about Tolkien are also available [195; 196; 
200; 201]. 

Finally, quite a lot of primary sources cannot be included into any certain category.5 
However, their significance should not be underestimated in any way. 

 

                                                 
1 See p. 25 of this bibliography. 
2 See p. 29 of this bibliography. 
3 See p. 29 of this bibliography. 
4 See p. 33 of this bibliography. 
5 See p. 36 of this bibliography. 
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